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By Roz Pulley 

A life focused 
on his ability 

THE same accident which 
took away the use of his 
legs,-allowed Robert Pyne to 
discover and develop the 
brain he never knew he had. 
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"I didn't lose consciousness . 
I'd been hit around the head a lot 
harder than that in my time. I was 
lying face down and knew 
straight away what had happened . 
I knew I was paralysed and 
thought `don't lift me up anyone, 
I just want to die' because I was a 
very physical person. I used to go 
to the gym, ride bikes. 
"Then Jenny's father picked 

me up out of the water and I 
thought `you bastard' . Then he 
put me down in the water again, 
face down, and I was looking at 
the bottom of the water and 
started to get a bit short of breath 
and I was thinking `help me-
someone, I'm going to - drown' . 
It's amazing how you can have an 
idea along certain lines and how 
that idea can change ." 

The son of former Cairns 
mayor and Mulgrave shire chair-
man Tom Pyne, Robert never 
allowed the accident to dampen 
his sense of humour or darken his 
mood - even from the begin-
ning. 

"I probably felt the best I've 
felt in my life about an hour after 
the accident 'cause they gave us 
gas in the ambulance. It's top 
stuff," he jokes. 

His approach to life and ability 
to relate to others equip him well 
for his JCU job, in which he 
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encourages disabled people into 
tertiary education . 

"What I say to a lot of people 
is that when you have a disability 
- regardless of whatever anti-
discrimination legislation is in 
place - you're going to have to 
be as well educated as the next 
person and better educated if 
you're going to have a chance of 
gaining a good job and holding it 
down. I'm not afraid to tell 
people that ." 


